Duquesne University
McAnulty College of Liberal Arts and A.J. Palumbo School of Business Administration

Econ 480 - Senior Thesis in Economics
Fall 2008 (August 25th – December 6th)

Coordinator:
Ms. Jennifer Bayley

Class Time:
MWF 12:00 – 12:50 p.m. 
Classroom:
Rockwell Hall, Room 503
Office:

Rockwell Hall, Room 465
Office Hours:   Monday and Wednesday from 1:00 – 3:00 pm or by appointment
Office Phone:
412-396-1775 (don’t leave a message)
E-mail:

bayleyj@duq.edu (preferred method of contact)

I. COURSE DESCRPITION
The purpose of this course is to sharpen the student’s independent research skills utilizing all of the concepts, tools and techniques learned throughout the economics major. The course focuses on choosing research topics, framing research questions, research strategies, data collection, and writing and presentation. During the term, students undertake a substantive independent research project culminating in both a formal written thesis and an oral research presentation to the economics faculty.  
Prerequisites: 
· Intermediate Microeconomics, Intermediate Macroeconomics, Econometrics, Forecasting, and Economics Readings Course – each with a grade of C or better.
II. GENERAL OBJECTIVES
· Sharpen research skills

· Improve data collection and analysis skills

· Refine writing and presentation skills

· Introduce students to relevant leading-edge techniques and methodologies

III. SPECIFIC OBJECTIVES
At the end of this course, students will

· Understand the steps needed to complete a substantial independent research project.

· Have a better knowledge of current areas of economics research.

· Be able to utilize all of the technical, theoretical and analytical tools they have learned to think and reason as an economist.

· Have gained valuable critical thinking and problem solving skills.

· Understand the importance of creativity in the research process.

· Have a completed paper to demonstrate their skills to potential employers or graduate schools.

IV. STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES
·  Students are fully responsible for completion of a written thesis and oral defense pertaining to a materially different economic research concept.
· Students must turn in all work on time and seek help when needed from professors. Note that it is the student’s responsibility to initiate contact with professors and lead the research process.  
· Students are also responsible for periodic oral presentations of their work throughout the semester.
V. EVALUATION / GRADING PROCESS
Senior Thesis Grading Policy

(Adopted June 4, 2008)

· The official grading policy for Senior Theses must be included in the Senior Thesis syllabus and changes to it must be approved by 2/3 of the full-time economics and statistics faculty (including the Senior Thesis Instructor)  prior to the beginning of each fall Semester. 

· The Senior Thesis Committee (STC) will be comprised of all full-time faculty from the Division of Economics and Statistics, plus the Senior Thesis Instructor. To have a vote on a particular thesis, the faculty member must have read the theses and attended the thesis presentation. Any non-division faculty member who has served as advisor for a current Senior Thesis student’s thesis becomes a non-voting member of the STC.

· Each Senior Thesis student must submit the final version of his/her thesis to the committee not less than three days prior to his/her scheduled presentation. Each student must give a presentation of his/her thesis before the STC that includes adequate time for questions from the committee.

· The Senior Thesis committee will meet in person within three days of the Senior Thesis defenses to discuss and assign thesis grades. Each student’s grade will be decided by a two-thirds majority vote of the Senior Thesis committee. If, following discussion and a reasonable number of votes, it becomes clear that a two-thirds majority cannot be attained for a student’s grade, then the student’s grade will be determined as the average of the grades voted on by the STC. 

· The Senior Thesis grade will be determined as follows: 

· 75% to the written paper, and

· 25% to the presentation (including Questions and Answers)

The course instructor has the authority to reduce the final grade by up to half a letter grade in instances where the student failed to meet specified deadlines.

The following is a general guideline to criteria used in grading the written work.

A Grade.  Clear thesis (argument or analysis), organization, and continuity. Detailed understanding of the problem; sound organization; few or no mechanical mistakes; clear, unambiguous sentences, perhaps with a touch of elegance--in the best A papers, a lively and intelligent voice seems to speak; it has something interesting to say, says it clearly and gracefully to an appropriate audience, and supports the thesis fully.

B Grade.  Probably some minor mechanical errors but no major ones; slightly awkward style at times; ideas that are reasonable and are anchored in the text--thought has obviously gone into the paper; it is solid but not striking; the writer has a definite point to make and makes it in an organized and competent way, and to a definite audience; the paper is good but not great.

C Grade.  A weak, fuzzy thesis (argument) and/or perhaps even illogical arguments; a certain amount of confusion about what the text at hand actually says; many minor mechanical errors and perhaps some major ones (such as incomplete sentences); example given for their own sake or just to demonstrate that the writer has read the texts (i.e., a book report), not to develop a point; organization rambles or disappears, words are misused, diction is inconsistent; proofreading is weak; the intended audience is unclear--there are some ideas there, but the writer needs help and work to make them clear to another reader.  Poor effort is also a factor.

D Grade.  Thesis (argument and analysis) missing; major mechanical problems; poor organization; serious misreading of texts and articles; stretches in which the writer simply gives a narrative account of a text for no apparent purpose; the paper is much shorter than the assigned length--the writer doesn’t really have a point to make and has serious problems in writing and reading at an appropriate level.  Especially poor effort also results in a D grade.

F Grade.  The paper shows general weaknesses even graver than those of a D paper.

Note:  More specific grading guidelines may follow during the semester.

VI. ACADEMIC INTEGRITY
No plagiarism is allowed and any student found guilty of such violations will receive an F for the seminar.  As Duquesne University students you are expected to adhere to the ethical guidelines outlined in the University Student Handbook.   Please refer to the following website for a detailed description regarding plagiarism.  It is worth every student’s time to review the material on this website carefully before you begin writing your thesis.

http://www.plagiarism.org

SCHEDULE:

Note:  An asterisk denotes the days that class attendance IS REQUIRED.  Although attendance won’t be required for every class, please keep 12 – 12:50 pm open and available to work on your thesis or attend an impromptu meeting if it needs to be scheduled.  This means that you should not schedule class or work during these times.  I will be available for office hours from 12 – 12:50 only for senior seminar students in addition to my regular office hours.  
	DATE
	Note:  All Assignments are due @ 12 pm via e-mail to Prof. Bayley AND your primary advisor

	Mon, Aug 25*
	1. Introduction and detailed explanation of expectations

2. Read “A” papers section on BB

3. Read “Research Methods” section on BB

	Wed, Aug 27*
	1. Econ faculty presentations

2. STEAK DINNER (5:30pm @ Common Plea)

3. Turn in signed contract to Prof. Bayley



	Fri, Aug 29*
	1. Econ faculty presentations wrap-up
2. Turn in abstract via e-mail

3. Pick a primary advisor  (see list of professors available on BB and make sure to get a formal agreement from the professor first)

	Mon, Sep 1
	LABOR DAY

	Wed, Sep 3
	1. Turn in literature review
2. Turn in plan to collect data

	Fri, Sep 5*
	Public Speaking Lesson 

	Mon, Sep 8
	1. Turn in revised abstract
2. Turn in detailed outline of paper

	Wed, Sep 10*
	Oral Presentation #1 (In class presentation of progress)

	Fri, Sep 12*
	Oral Presentation #1 (Continued)

	Mon, Sep 15
	1.  First draft of thesis due (should be 50% complete)

	Wed, Sep 17
	

	Fri, Sep 19*
	Small group public speaking sessions (practice presentations)

	Mon, Sep 22*
	Small group public speaking sessions (practice presentations)

	Wed, Sep 24*
	Small group public speaking sessions (practice presentations)

	Fri, Sep 26*
	Small group public speaking sessions (practice presentations)

	Mon, Sep 29*
	Oral Presentation #2 (In class presentation of progress)

	Wed, Oct 1*
	Oral Presentation #2(Continued)

	Fri, Oct 3
	1. Second draft of thesis due (should be 75% complete)

	Mon, Oct 6
	

	Wed, Oct 8
	

	Fri, Oct 10
	

	Mon, Oct 13
	

	Wed, Oct 15*
	Small group public speaking sessions 

	Fri, Oct 17*
	Small group public speaking sessions

	Mon, Oct 20*
	Small group public speaking sessions

	Wed, Oct 22*
	Small group public speaking sessions

	Fri, Oct 24
	

	Mon, Oct 27*
	Oral Presentation #3 (In class presentation of progress)

	Wed, Oct 29*
	Oral Presentation #3 (continued)

	Fri, Oct 31
	

	Mon, Nov 3
	1. Third draft of thesis due (should be 85% - 90% complete)

	Wed, Nov 5
	

	Fri, Nov 7
	

	Mon, Nov 10
	

	Wed, Nov 12
	

	Fri, Nov 14
	1. Fourth draft of thesis due (should be 95-99% complete)

	Mon, Nov 17*
	Oral Presentation #4 (In class presentation of progress)

	Wed, Nov 19*
	Oral Presentation #4(Continued)

	Fri, Nov 21
	

	Mon, Nov 24 – Fri Nov 28th
	Thanksgiving Holiday

	Mon, Dec 1
	

	Tues, Dec 2
	FINAL WRITTEN THESIS DUE NO LATER THAN 12PM

	
	

	Fri, Dec 5th (2:30 – 5:30 pm)
	FINAL ORAL PRESENTATIONS 

	Sat, Dec 6th (9:00 – 5:00 pm)
	FINAL ORAL PRESENTATIONS 

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Econ 480 – Senior Thesis Student Contract

Duquesne University

Fall 2008
Professor Bayley 

I have thoroughly read, understood, and agree to abide by the class procedures and rules set forth in the syllabus above.  Further, I am aware of the dates of all assignments, and understand that exceptions to due dates will only be granted in the case of a well documented emergency.  Failure to complete the final written thesis and oral presentation as required will result in an F for the course.  My signature below guarantees the aforementioned items and ensures a dedicated effort to achieve my best performance in this seminar.    

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Student Signature

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Please Print Name

Date_________________

